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Chapter British judge, a contingency which it is desirable to
__1   avoid.
A further issue involving a measure of imperial
solidarity, contested as usual by the Irish Free State,
arises from the practice of the United Kingdom in its
commercial treaties to stipulate that the foreign power
shall give to products from theDominions most favoured
nation treatment so long as the Dominions treat pro-
ducts from the foreign country in like manner. It is
also usual to include in such treaties clauses permitting
the Dominions to adhere to them and to withdraw
separately from them. These treaties are signed for the
United Kingdom and are not signed for the Dominions
in general. It is clear that this mode of action, which
is of long standing, implies the right of the Crown on
the advice of British ministers not to impose obligations
on the Dominions, but to secure for them advantages.
Even the Irish Free State has on occasion secured most
favoured nation treatment in this way, but the official
doctrine there is that in reality the grant of most
favoured nation treatment was the result of a fresh
treaty independent of the British treaty.1 This attitude
is adopted in accordance with the view of Mr. McGilli-
gan that the King, on the advice of British ministers,
could no more make treaties for the Free State than
could the Mikado of Japan or the King of Italy. This
goes beyond the views of the Imperial Conferences,
which have indeed stressed the impossibility of any
part of the Empire negotiating to impose obligations
on other parts, but have never negated the right to
1 So in 1931 quite distinct agreements were made with Brazil. But
the treaty with Hayti of April 7, 1932, still stipulates in favour of the
Dominions. See Keith, Journ. Comp. Leg. xiv. 110, 111.